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Wild Horse Reservoir Project Property Owner Information Guide 

Aurora Water is providing this guide to help property owners understand how property-
related processes generally work for major public use projects, specifically, if the future 
project is approved and if it ultimately requires the acquisition of private property interests. 

The Project remains in planning, environmental review, and permitting. Aurora Water 
anticipates pursuing required approvals through approximately 2027, and final engineering 
and property needs will not be determined until those processes are complete. If the Project 
ultimately moves forward, construction would be expected to occur over multiple years. 

Because the project is still being evaluated, receiving this guide does not mean that Aurora 
Water is currently seeking to acquire your property or that you are expected to take any action 
at this time. 

Aurora Water recognizes that some property owners may wish to better understand the 
process, ask questions, or voluntarily discuss property-specific circumstances during 
project planning. This guide is intended to provide general information in that context. 

If Property Interests Are Needed 

If future project approvals ultimately require acquisition of private property interests for the 
Project, Aurora Water would follow applicable legal requirements governing the process, 
including the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act 
(URA), where applicable. 

In general, this would involve identifying the specific property interest needed, obtaining a 
professional valuation of that interest, presenting a written offer based on that valuation, and 
engaging in discussions with the property owner regarding timing, terms, and next steps. 

Depending on Project needs, this could involve purchase of an entire property, acquisition 
of only a portion of a property, permanent easements, temporary construction easements, 
or temporary access rights, as well as potential relocation assistance for eligible occupants. 
Aurora Water understands that every property is different. If future property needs arise, 
individual circumstances would be considered as part of the overall process. 

Property Owner Protections 

If private property interests are ultimately needed for the Project, property owners are 
afforded protections intended to promote fairness, transparency, and respectful treatment 
throughout the process. 
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These protections generally include clear written information about the process, a 
professionally supported valuation of the required property interest obtained at no cost to 
the property owner (including an opportunity to accompany the appraiser during the 
inspection where applicable), a written explanation of the basis for any compensation offer, 
compensation determined in accordance with applicable legal requirements, and the 
opportunity to ask questions and participate in discussions throughout the process. 

Property owners may also choose to consult independent legal, tax, financial, or real estate 
advisors at any time. 

Potential Relocation Assistance 

If future Project approvals ultimately require acquisition of an occupied property, eligible 
occupants may qualify for relocation assistance under applicable legal requirements. 

Depending on eligibility and specific circumstances, this assistance may include advisory 
services to help navigate the transition process, moving expense reimbursement, 
replacement housing assistance, required notices, and other protections intended to help 
minimize disruption. 

Eligibility for any specific benefit would be determined based on the circumstances at that 
time. 

Aurora Water recognizes that each property and family situation is unique. Our goal is to 
engage with property owners respectfully, transparently, and in good faith as we work to 
understand concerns, answer questions, and explore appropriate paths forward if property 
needs ultimately arise. 

Contact Information 

If you have questions about the Wild Horse Reservoir Project or would like to discuss your 
property or circumstances, please contact: 

Aurora Water 
Lyle Whitney 
WS&D Project Manager 
303-579-2990 
gwhitney@auroragov.org

mailto:gwhitney@auroragov.org



